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CDC Ban Concerns
at Lincoln Park
By Becca Kashuba and Sam McDanel
SIREN Staff

The Center for Disease Control (CDC) is responsible for saving
the lives of even the most vulnerable patients across the nation.
Under order of the Trump administration, the words “vulnerable,”
“science-based,” “evidence-based,” “fetus,” “entitlement”, “diversity,” and “transgender” are forbidden to appear in 2018 budget
documents. Now the CDC is fighting against the proposal President Trump has administered.
Cecil Starr, a junior Literary Arts major from Moon, is “super passionate” about this issue.
“As a transgender person myself, it absolutely terrifies me that
this was even allowed to happen,” says Starr.

President Trump faces backlash
over his CDC language ban.

“Trans people have specific medical needs,” Starr continues. “And banning the actual word [transgender] is going to make it that much harder for us to access life-saving medical treatment — and I’m not
just talking about gender confirmation surgery.”
Lincoln Park nurse Susan Statler’s opinion on the subject is similar to Starr’s. “A lot of those words
are a necessity in the healthcare field,” she says. “To take out words that define and describe health
issues, I think that [President Trump] is overstepping his boundaries.”
There is grave concern across the United States for the well-being of transgender and gender-nonconforming individuals who may not receive the care they need, but also for medicine overall.
Starr is “fearful that it will lead to a devolution of modern medicine as we know it,” pointing to the
ban on the word “diversity” in particular: “Banning this word means that scientists can’t use it to
describe the nature of genes, bacteria samples, or anything like that,” Starr says.
“There can be times where [these words] are used inappropriately,” adds Statler. “But when it’s a
professional organization, they know the correct language to use or not.”
All Lincoln Park photos in this edition by Head Photographer Niki Koscinski, except:
* Sarah Hartenstein and Joel Dudzik by Jada Mason
* Dr. Lindsay Rodgers by Zac Cageao

Lincoln Park’s 2018-2019
Enrollment Season
By Niki Koscinski, Alissa Haddox, and Brooke Caudill
SIREN Staff

Fresh, talented young faces have been enrolling at Lincoln Park each year for over a decade. This
upcoming Jan. 24 will be the first of many enrollment seminars about the school and the programs
that are offered - including the newest addition of the Pre-Law Department.
Every year, the amount of students accepted into Lincoln Park fluctuates, depending on class and
department sizes.
Middle school acceptances, though, will be limited at about 80 to 120 acceptances split between
seventh and eighth grades. “What we are doing
this year that’s a little bit different is that we’re
not increasing the middle school,” says Principal
Lindsay Rodgers.
One of the main concerns for the 2018-2019
school year involves the newest department
that joined the Lincoln Park family. Dr. Rodgers
hopes at least 15 students will pursue an interest in the Pre-Law program and become members of it. “Mrs. Frank has been planning this for
quite some time now,” says Dr. Rodgers. A few
of the courses which will be offered are Legal
Research and Writing, Debate, and Criminal Law
and Procedure.

Lincoln Park Principal Dr. Lindsay Rodgers

Mia Frank, currently an English teacher, will become the head of the Pre-Law Department. She plans
to teach these classes during blocks one and two for the first year until other options are pursued.
Another concern that has arisen is the need for more space as the population of the school increases. “Space is the biggest thing that we look at every year,” says Dr. Rodgers. “Space is constantly in
our discussion.” It is still unclear as to what sort of expanding will ensue if classrooms become too
crowded, but it is a consideration for the near future.
Lincoln Park Performing Arts Charter School has always welcomed students who have a passion for
their art, and who have the willingness to broaden their knowledge within the arts. “We’re doing
everything we can,” Dr. Rodgers said, “to make the best learning environment possible.”
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Mama Petties
Returns
By Cora Vaughn
SIREN Staff

As most of the student body is aware, Estelle Petties is back in action after suffering a stroke last
October. It was quite the scare for everyone, but now she resides back in the same chair as before
to greet students who enter Alumni Hall in the mornings and between lunches.
The SIREN recently checked in with Mama Petties.
Do you feel like you’ve made a full recovery?
“A lot of times, they say it takes longer beyond the people coming in and the people at the hospital…
It takes a little while.”
I imagine you received lots of love from the student body while you were out. What was your favorite thing
you were told or given in the hospital?
“Just everything was just wonderful because no one had to do it at all… It just made me feel that this
was the place that I should be, you know.”
What is the best thing you’ve experienced since you returned?
“Just seeing your faces–just being around so many youths and… just so much cheer. It’s just… happy
for me… Praise the Lord. I’m happy that [you all are] here, and I’m happy that I’m here, and that we
meld together, and it makes it so much better. From the time that I decided to come back, it was a
big change in my getting well.”
Anything you’d like to add?
“I just can’t imagine being without [the students] because it’s just a restorative thing to be able to see
you. It’s been something, watching you grow, all the years that you were here, and the things that
have occurred in your life, and how you’ve used your skill, and I’m just proud of you.
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Lincoln Park
Mathletes Make Top
Five in State
By Patrick Erb-White
SIREN Staff

Math Competition Club, as
the name suggests, is a club
where people get together
to compete in various extracurricular math competitions.
One such competition was
the Manga High math competition, in which two of the
members received medals.
Their most recent competition was the Global Mathh

Competition. Senior Andrew Sirkoch, a Media major from Center, won fourth place statewide. “I was
really surprised,” said Sirkoch. (The reporter of this piece, Patrick Erb-White, placed third statewide.)
An upcoming competition is the AMC, or American Mathematics Competition, which will be happening Feb. 2. “It’s a little more difficult,” says Sarah Fucsko, a math teacher who organized the club.
“It’s paper based.” Mrs. Fuscko is also looking forward to the Penn State Beaver Math Competition.
“It’s definitely a lot different from taking a normal math course,” says Sirkoch. “I enjoy it. It gives me
a different way to approach math.”

Part-time hosts and
hostesses needed at
our stores in Beaver,
Carson Street, and
Wexford!
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. weekends and holidays
Additional hours available in summer
Apply @ wafflesincaffeinated.com
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The Wheels on the Bus:

Lincoln Park and the Challenge of Commuting
By Sara Hamilton
SIREN Managing Editor

A group of students on Bus Eleven sat on the edges of their seats, turned away from a broken window leaking in rain, recalling their earliest years commuting to Lincoln Park.
“This bus got its own bus because of Bridgeville and Oakdale,” said Joel Dudzik, senior Media major
from Washington. The two bus stops used to be a part of Bus Nine, which transports students all
the way from Homestead, but they had enough students on their own to fit on a whole other bus.
“Commuting sucks,” Kayleigh Peternel, a senior Musical Theatre major from Canonsburg, said. “The
buses are way overcrowded, and there are literally only two stops. There’s no trash can in the back
of the bus. The window is broken,” Peternel said, gesturing to the leaky window.
These were common themes when students spoke about their commute, along with stories of unreliable drivers. Abby Scullion, a sophomore Theatre major from Carnegie, told a story from her
seventh-grade year when the bus would repeatedly fail to arrive. “We would just show up and wait
there for twenty minutes, and my mom had to get to work in the morning, so she would either have
to leave us there or take us home because there was no way we could get to school,” said Scullion.
Scullion also talked about the conflicts between high school students and middle school students
on the bus. “This is my fourth year riding the bus, and I’ve basically sat in the same seat all year until
this year whenever some smaller children are migrating to the back,” she explained. “They think that
it’s okay to sit in your seat.” This, again, was a common complaint.
However, students seem to have solutions to
make the hour long commute easier. Peternel
explained, “It’s not too bad. I listen to music,
and I eat a lot. I say that I do homework, but
I don’t.”
Holding a pillow in his lap, Dudzik added, “This
is my sixth year riding Lincoln Park buses, and
I’ve been through a lot. Overall, you sort of get
used to the awfulness that comes with it and
you just sleep through it all.
“That’s why I bring my trusty pillow every day,
and I just try to forget that it happened,” he said.

			
“Overall, you
sort of get
used to the
awfulness...
you just sleep
through it all.”
- Media senior
Joel Dudzik
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“There’s a group text for
a lot of the kids on our
bus, and every morning
we text before we get to
the bus, asking someone
to hold it for us.”
- Musical Theatre junior
Matt Fedorek

“Go to sleep when I get on, wake up when I get to school. That’s
what I do,” Dudzik said.
On Bus Nine, Matt Fedorek, a junior Musical Theatre major from
Finleyville, spoke about how students help each other survive the
hour-and-a-half commute.
“There’s a group text for a lot of the kids on our bus, and every
morning we text before we get to the bus, asking someone to
hold it for us,” Fedorek said. This, in fact, has become an inside
joke for the students of Bus Nine.
Not all students are forced to commute on the bus, though. Senior
Delaney Minear, a Health Science major from North Allegheny,
drives with her sister, Macy, a senior Dance major, every day.
Even this, Minear said, isn’t all it’s cracked up to be. “I like it, but
in the morning I get so tired,” she said. “I really have to try not to
doze off because it’s so long of a ride. It’s boring and tiring.”

“Me and my sister would
be spending literally
hundreds of dollars on
gas every single month.”
- Health Sciences senior
Delaney Minear

Another drawback of driving is the cost. “Honestly it is [expensive], but we carpool a couple people, and they help give us
money,” Minear said. “Because, if not, me and my sister would be
spending literally hundreds of dollars on gas every single month,
and that’s a lot.”
Despite any drawbacks to their methods of commuting, these
students continue to come to Lincoln Park every day. If the circumstance were different, however, this seemed to affect their
willingness to attend Lincoln Park.
“The farthest I would drive to get my bus would probably be about
a half an hour,” said Peternel.
When asked how she would feel if she weren’t allowed to drive to
school, Minear said, “Since my dad works here, I would probably
drive with him every day. He lives in a different house because my
parents are divorced, so I would probably drive with him.
“But I don’t know,” she added. “I don’t know if I would want to
come this far every day.”

See page 7 for the administrative perspective on Lincoln Park’s
busing situation.

7

The Wheels on the Bus, Part II
Will Lincoln Park Change Buses?
By Luke Aloi
SIREN Staff
The Lincoln Park administration is open to hiring a new transportation company, though Rhodes
Transit is still being considered.
“Most charter schools don’t provide transportation for students,” said Dr. Lindsay Rodgers, Lincoln
Park’s principal, “but we do here. We’re appreciative of Rhodes for their services, but we’re interested in exploring all our options. That’s doing our due diligence. It’s the fiscally responsible thing to do.”
Lincoln Park will soon be sending out a proposal that specifies the school’s transportation needs.
“We have students coming from many different regions,” said Dr. Rodgers, “[A company] has to cover
all these areas and deliver kids by 8:30. Rhodes has been consistent with this.”
Transportation companies can then offer their services to the school. The Lincoln Park administration chooses a company based on whether it meets the criteria, as well as the company’s cost and
reliability.
“Any agency contacts us,” continued Dr. Rodgers. “As to which ones, that’s what we’re going to find
out. It’s not all about cost because we also take into consideration the responsibility of the suppliers.”
Some students and parents have expressed disapproval of the safety, comfort, and reliability of
Rhodes Transit buses, with leaky windows, incompetent drivers, and tardy buses being common
complaints.

“We’re appreciative of
Rhodes for their services,
but we’re interested in
exploring all our options.”
- Dr. Rodgers

“We haven’t had any major issues with Rhodes,” said Dr. Rodgers.
“The majority of complaints are mainly comfort-related. Rhodes
has been receptive to us on what their buses have to be.”
The Lincoln Park administration has expressed satisfaction with
the services of Rhodes Transit, as Rhodes has proven to be better
at delivering students to Lincoln Park and back than the buses
provided by nearby school districts. Still, the administration will
consider every transportation company that offers its services to
the school over the next few months.
“Rhodes beat a lot of the buses from students’ home districts,”
said Dr. Rodgers, “Rhodes has done a respectable job at meeting
the school’s diverse needs. Overall, excellent job by Rhodes.”
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“Winter Formal
just isn’t as important to me as
Prom would be.”
-- Senior
Brynn Lescher

Snow Ball...
...or Snow Bore?

By Sarah Hamilton and Becca Kashuba
SIREN editors

With the holiday season under our belts, ’tis the
season to pull out your dresses and suits because
Lincoln Park’s annual Winter Formal dance is less
than a month away.

For many Lincoln Park students, this is the only after school dance they will attend all year. However, it seems students of all ages are less interested in the event than in prior years.
I’m not a fan of school dances,” said senior Music major Brynn Lescher. “The cramped, dark atmosphere makes me uncomfortable.”
The Sewickley resident has not attended Lincoln Park’s Snow Ball dance, but she did attend prom
last year.
Lescher said there was “a lot to do” at Prom and she “liked seeing everyone in dresses.” She also
added, “I’m going to go [to Prom] again this year, but Winter Formal just isn’t as important to me as
Prom would be.”
Similarly, senior Izzy Hogg from Sewickley also has not attended Lincoln Park’s Winter Formal, but
she did go to Homecoming at North Allegheny High School. “Terrifying” is how Hogg described the
experience.
Hogg, a Musical Theatre major, did attend Prom last year, like Lescher. She recalled, “It wasn’t as
hectic as I thought it would be. It was pretty relaxed, very chill, and I enjoyed it.”
However, senior Music major Lee-El Peniazek from Pittsburgh believes Winter Formal would be
“more chill” than prom.
“Prom has so many big expectations, and it’s supposed to be this huge, big thing, but if [Formal
is] just a chill dance in our school it doesn’t have to be a huge production. You can’t really go that
wrong.”
None of these three seniors have previously attended Winter Formal, and only two plan to go on
Feb. 10, both with groups of friends rather than dates. But how do the younger Lincoln Park students feel about the event?
Cont’ on Page 10
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Student Short Films in the Works
By Bella Johnson and Morgan Sweitzer
SIREN Staff

Lincoln Park offers many opportunities that parallel the working field. One of those ways is with the
annual short films that are being filmed by Lincoln Park’s own students.
There are four short films that are in production this year:
Bouncy House, which is directed by Aidan
Karstadt, is a comedic coming-of-age
story. Babysitters, which is also directed
by Karstadt, is a suspenseful horror flick
about a babysitting job gone wrong. Hot
Lockdown, directed by Zack Mitrecic, is an
eccentric comedy about the complication
of teenage relationships.
There is also a dance documentary, directed by Sarah Hartenstein, which is a
documentary surfacing around whether
dance is considered a sport.
Meanwhile, Hi-8, directed by Kira Kittrell,
is a “found footage” horror film with two
strong female leads.

“It’s really fun for
me to see
everyone
come together ...as
a team to
get a job
done.”
-Senior
Sarah
Hartenstein

Students take the initiative in creating these short films. They are all written, directed and produced
by Lincoln Park students.
“The writers and directors really take the reigns and Mr. Cagaeo does a great job of letting them do
that.” Amanda Gross, a senior actor in Babysitter, explains. “If they’re struggling or need another hand
figuring things out, Mr. Cagaeo will step in and give them guidance.”
This is the second annual premiere that Lincoln Park has been done, and there is still a lot of pressure. Sarah Hartenstein and Aiden Karstadt are seniors that are working on the biggest short film
(location wise), Bouncy House.
“It’s a big thing to do and it takes a lot of dedication,” producer Hartenstein says about starting the
filming this year. “It also takes a lot of teamwork and a lot of effort which is really fun to be in the
process of, because you get to work with so many different people.”
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There is a lot of collaboration between different Snow Ball or Snow Bore?
departments in light of the short films. There Continued from Page 8
are media, theatre, literary arts, and many more
majors all moving towards one goal. Apart from Sydney Dawson, a freshman Dance major
Ensemble Immersion, this is one of the other big from West Allegheny, attended a Homecoming
trans-departmental projects at Lincoln Park.
dance at her home district earlier this year.
“It’s really fun for me to see everyone come to- “I liked it, but I’m not really sure if it was really
gether and bring their own aspect, working as a my thing,” Dawson said. “It was kind of fun to
team to get a job done,” says Hartenstein.
dress up, though.”
Expect the short films to come out in the spring,
since there is still filming going on. The short films
last year were debuted at LAVA, and at a film festival in Sewickley, but that is not confirmed for
this year. The date and place where they should
be premiered are still being decided.

Hope Shober, a freshman Dance major from
Chartiers Houston, also attended a “boring”
Homecoming dance in an “undecorated gym.”

Both freshmen agreed that they might attend
the Snow Ball dance if their friends go. “I just
like the whole school. It’s a lot better than my
“These short films caught me off guard, they are old school,” Shober said of Lincoln Park. “So I
so well prepared,” Gross explains. “Expect the un- think [Winter Formal is] going to be a lot more
expected.”
fun.”

Boys Basketball Weathers the Storm
By Ian McKinzie, SIREN Staff
January has been hard on Lincoln Park due to the inclement weather. Nevertheless, the LP Leopards
are plowing along, despite the snow. As of Jan. 17, the boys’ basketball tean sported a 7-4 win-loss
record. despite missing several games due to the weather,
Assistant Coach John Vlasic says the team will be rescheduling to make up for lost games by the end
of the month. “We’re going to get all of our conference games in first, then we’re going to get to our
non-conference games,” Vlasic said. A significant date on the calendar is a Jan. 30 home matchup
with regional rival Aliquippa.

INSTAGRAM:
TWITTER:
@siren_lppacs @siren_lppacs

SNAPCHAT:
@lppacs.siren

Check out previous editions of The SIREN and
exclusive content at: lppacs.org/siren
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Hannah Help Us!
Recipes by Hannah Michalowski
Healthy No-Bake Peanut Butter Kit-Kat
Crunch Bars
Ingredients:
3 cups of Rice Chex Cereal (any chex cereal works)
1 ½ cups of chocolate chips (any baking chocolate
works)
1 cup of peanut butter (or any nut or seed butter works)
½ cup pure maple syrup
¼ coconut oil (can substitute for butter)

Directions:
Step 1: Line an 8x8-inch deep dish or deep
baking tray with parchment paper and set
aside.
Step 2: Add Rice Chex Cereal (or chex cereal of choice) in a large mixing bowl and
set aside.
Step 3: In a microwave safe bowl or stovetop, combine all your other ingredients and
heat until melted. Remove from microwave
or take off stove and whisk until completely incorporated.
Step 4: Pour the wet mixture over the Rice
Chex cereal and mix until combined. Pour
into the lined baking dish and refrigerate
until firm (at least an hour). Remove and
cut into bars.
Step 5: Enjoy!

