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James and the Giant
Peach Rolls Into LP
By Niki Koscinski and Sara Hamilton
SIREN Editors

Cameron Tino
Photo credit: Sara Hamilton

Lincoln Park’s second show of
the season, James and the Giant Peach, is gearing up for its
opening night Nov. 10.
It will star Theatre major Cameron Tino as James, a young
boy who ends up living with his
horrible aunts after his parents
are tragically killed by a rhinoceros.
“The audition process was super fun...I got a callback for
James and Earthworm,” said
Tino, a seventh-grader from
Pine Richland. “About a day or
two later, I got the cast list, and
I was James.”

“Normally they’re written for
afterschool programs or middle
schools on a very cheap budget, but we treat it like a full
stage show,” said Mr. Raines.
Tino recently played Michael
Banks in Mary Poppins, directed
by Lincoln Park Peforming Art
Center’s Artistic Director, Justin Fortunato.
“It’s really exciting,” Tino said,
“but it also means I have a lot
of work to prepare myself for.”
Tino is also a member of Jeter
Backyard Theater in Gibsonia,

and even though it’s only his
first year at Lincoln Park, he has
a “strategy” for his time here.
“Since I’m in seventh grade and
I have an unchanged voice, it’s
more likely for me to get the
kid roles, so I’m going to try to
audition for as much stuff as I
can,” Tino said. “And then in
eighth grade, my voice is going
to change, and I really hope I
continue to get these amazing
opportunities.”
James and the Giant Peach runs
Nov. 10-12 and 17-19. Tickets
are $15-$20. Visit lincolnparkarts.org for more information.

Director Rosh Raines, a resident artist in the Theatre Department, said, “[The show] is
like TheSecret Garden and Harry
Potter. Magic comes into his
life and creates a family that’s
better for him, so it’s classic
literature in that way, of that
hero’s journey. He dreams for a
better life and gets a big peach.”

INSTAGRAM:
@siren_lppacs

Although this is a junior show -open to seventh-, eighth- and
ninth-graders, Raines says it’s
still treated seriously.

SNAPCHAT:
@lppacs.siren

FOLLOW US!

TWITTER:
@siren_lppacs
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Are You Loving Vincent?
By Morgan Sweitzer and Bella Johnson
SIREN Staff

Loving Vincent follows the last months of famed artist Vincent van Gogh, drawing inspiration from 94
of his own portraits, as well as his other works.
But what really makes it special is that it’s the first ever feature-length film created entirely from oil
paintings.
In the film, Armand Roulin (played by Douglas Booth), van Gogh’s sitter, sets out to fulfill his friend’s
dying wish: deliver a letter to van Gogh’s brother.
This story captured the hearts of painters and patrons from all over the world during its first screen
test in 2012, so director and artist Dorota Kobiela took her passion for van Gogh’s letters and artwork
and created a story.
But make no mistake, this is not a documentary. Her goal was to bring van Gogh’s work to life onscreen, and wanted to illustrate that the people in his portraits were just that: real people. This is why
she chose to tell the story from Roulin’s perspective.
She told her husband, co-director Hugh Welchman, that she wanted to make a film completely out of
paintings. The artist and director saw a chance to “bring a group of artists together to create something
that will be looked upon as a masterpiece.”
Kobiela and Welchman hiredt 80 expert painters from all over the world who had a common admiration for van Gogh. Many said that this would be an impossible task, but nevertheless, these masters
created more than 66,960 paintings in the style of van Gogh himself.
It sounds like a lot of work for a 90-minute film, but the process allowed the artists to be true to the
feeling and style of Vincent van Gogh.
The film recalls something the great artist once said himself: “Great things are done by a series of small
things brought together.”
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The Ghost of Lincoln Park
and Other Local Legends

By Luke Aloi, Bella Johnson, and Cora Vaughn
SIREN Staff

“I’d like to see a ghost,” says senior Theatre major Izzy Davison,
and she probably speaks for many of us. But where can you go to
have the best chance this Halloween -- especially if you’re no longer
fazed by motion-activated screams or plastic skeletons hung from
the wall?
Luckily, readers of The SIREN, we have a few haunting tales that
may successfully reignite your childhood fears, and breach the gap
between us and the paranormal. In fact, ghosts might be a lot closer
than you think!

Photo credit: Niki Koscinski

1. The Harmony Inn (Harmony)
Built in 1856, the Harmony Inn mansion is reportedly the home of two spirits. Originally belonging
to railroad executive Austin Pearoe, the Harmony Inn was transformed into a hotel in the late 1800s
and now serves as a restaurant operated by the North Brewing Company. Locals believe that one
of the entities is the ghost of a man, Barney, who fell down the stairs and broke his neck. The other
ghost is said to be the spirit of a past owner’s daughter who died inside the inn. Witnesses have
reported seeing a little girl in a white dress roaming the upstairs. Apparitions of the entities and moving objects have all been seen by staff and patrons, who nevertheless report that their paranormal
encounters have always been friendly.
2. “The Green Man” Legend (South Park)
The Green Man -- also known as Charlie No-Face, whose real name was Raymond Robinson -- was
disfigured due to an electrical accident as a child in the early 1900s. With one arm amputated at the
elbow, and missing his nose and both eyes, he frightened the unsuspecting, though he walked local
roads at night to avoid people. Charlie No-Face did in fact exist, though he passed away in 1985.
Some say that if you enter what is formally known as Piney Fork Tunnel, or Green Man’s Tunnel, and
call out to him, you run the risk of being electrocuted from his charge once he appears from the
darkness.
3. New Brighton Borough Municipal Building (New Brighton)
In the early 1900s, the Borough was an armory before being torn down and replaced with what
stands today. Supposedly, a man died there under mysterious circumstances, and his ghost, nicknamed “The General,” now haunts the area. SIREN Reporter Cora Vaughn visited the Borough,
where she was told that nearly employee has experienced odd noises, faulty lighting, and other
puzzling anomalies for years. “Some of the cops who work here have gone out in the back of the
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building during their shifts [instead of staying inside] because they were so spooked,” claims Carmen Bridges, a janitor at the Borough.
4. Hill View Manor (New Castle)
Originally called the Lawrence County Home for the Aged, Hill View Manor opened its doors in
1926 and housed the county’s mentally ill and elderly with no families. After nearly 80 years of
operation, the Manor experienced severe overcrowding and financial issues and closed in 2004.
Supposedly one of the most haunted places in the Lawrence County area, it is said to be occupied
by the souls of former residents. Photos, videos, and EVP (electronic voice phenomenon) of spirits
have been compiled over the years by paranormal investigators, including those for the shows
Ghost Adventurers and Ghost Hunters. Hill View Manor is open for private tours on weekends.
5. Summit Cut Bridge (Chippewa)
Located near Shenango Road, Summit Cut Bridge has
been the site of a number of unexplained encounters,
including: distant screaming, shadows, flashing lights,
a strange woman in a white dress seen walking along
the train tracks below. A common legend associated
with the woman states that, while she was still living,
she drove her car off the bridge, falling to her death
onto the tracks.
6. Mudlick Hollow Road (Beaver)
Mudlick Hollow Road is said to be haunted by the
ghosts of a newlywed couple. According to a local
legend from the late 1800s, the couple was traveling
along the then-unpaved Mudlick Hollow Road in their
horse-drawn carriage. Something startled the horse,
causing the carriage to veer off the road and tumble
down the hillside. The bride was killed instantly, while
the groom was severely injured, dying hours later in the
darkness. Today, locals report that the sound of galloping hooves and a loud crash can be heard at night. A
mysterious fog along with faint cries and moans have
also been reported. Mudlick Hollow Road cannot be
accessed by car due to a downed bridge, but can still
be reached on foot.

New Brighton Borough Building

Hill View Manor

7. Lincoln Park Performing Arts Center (Midland)
Finally, does Lincoln Park have its own ghost? If you ask Dance instructor Krista Shovlin, the answer
is yes. Ms. Shovlin’s grandfather, William Francis Shovlin, died in 2006 and was mayor of the Borough of Midland for four terms, as well as a Korean War veteran. He helped Lincoln Park become
a reality for Midland. “He always said, after I retire, ‘I’m going to usher at everything’,” Ms. Shovlin
remembers. “So if you’re standing onstage and you look up in the balcony to the right, you might see
him. That’s where he would have ushered.”
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Mr. Keller’s Shanty-Hero: Lincoln
Park Music Alum Shares His Story
By Becca Kashuba
SIREN Communications Editor
The trajectory of rock musician Levi Keller’s career has been clear
since he first set foot in the doors of Lincoln Park Performing
Arts Charter School. The former Music major learned to appreciate music theory and composition under the tutelage of Dr. Todd
Goodman, an experience which Keller describes as “having a humongous impact.”
“None of it was even on my radar, but it turned out that I was
good at it,” Keller says. “Goodman gave me lessons on composition, and I wrote ensemble music that has nothing to do with rock
at all. I was able to perform with an orchestra as a senior. Where
else do you get opportunities like that in high school?”
Keller has earned degrees in Music Production and Engineering as well as Electronic Music and Design from Berklee College of Music. He has also pursued music in Nashville, and recently returned
to the Pittsburgh area and self-released an instrumental rock album, Mr. Kaplan’s Shanty, which he
describes as a “concept record with an anti-hero story.”
Keller wrote, produced, mixed, mastered, and recorded the entire album himself. “Everything you
hear,” he says, “I did it.” One exception was a solo played by Scotty Johnson, Keller’s former guitar
professor at Berklee, an experience which he described as “intimidating. I get self-conscious when I
present something to someone who’s so good, and I was really curious to see what he thought of it.
But it was a great experience,” he says.
He explains the process from start to finish was “almost a year,” and he worked hard to “make sure
everything was coherent and worked well together.”
“I hold myself and my music to a very high standard of excellence,” Keller says. “And that’s a blessing
in that… God gives us all these amazing talents, and I think mine happens to be music, and I feel that
it’s my responsibility to execute that with precision.” However, he says that it can “also be a bit of a
curse,” as he feels he “[doesn’t] know where to stop.”
He offers a bit of wisdom from one of his former professors: “You can keep making changes [to
your work], but that doesn’t always mean that you’re making it better. Just different. There comes
a point where you have to stop getting so wrapped up in perfection and call it. Say, ‘I’m done,’ because otherwise you can lose the vibe, or just end up running in circles.”
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Mr. Kaplan’s Shanty - Levi Keller
GO DOWNLOAD: “Cat Nap (feat. Scotty
Johnson),” “What the Heck?”, “I’ll Have an
Iced Coffee”
Available now on iTunes, Google Play, Spotify, and Apple Music.
Levi will be announcing local shows soon;
visit levikeller.com for more information!

Upside-Down in Lincoln Park: Awaiting the New
Season of Stranger Things
By Ian McKinzie and Patrick Erb-White
SIREN Staff

The new season of Stranger
Things, the hit Netflix original, is
coming out on Oct. 27. Trailers
for the second season, which
adds to the original eight-episode season, have caused
some speculation around Lincoln Park as to what it entails.

Ryan Dulick, social studies
teacher at Lincoln Park, thinks
that another monster may have
been released after the events
of last season. Specifically, he
states, “by [the characters]
going in there, they brought
things back with them.”

Aiden Karstadt, a senior Media
major from New Castle, thinks
that this season “will be a lot
more focused on what the Upside-Down is,” because “last
season, we didn’t know too
much about what it was.” Signs
would point to this, as one of
the first trailers for the second
season showcases Will (played
by Noah Schnapp) “crossing
over” to the parallel dimension
which the monster from the
first season, The Demogorgon,
came from.

This may actually be very accurate, considering the “new”
beast, known as ‘The Shadow Monster,’ is rumored by
co-producer Shawn Levy to
“make that Demogorgon look
quaint in retrospect.” The trailer released on Oct. 13 shows
scenes of the monster coming
out of the Upside Down into
the town of Hawkins, Indiana -the setting of the first season.
Newcomers Max (Sadie Sink)
and her older brother Keith

(Matthew Cardarople) will play
significant roles in the first episode, titled ‘Madmax,’ and may
become staple characters later
on.
We’ll also get a chance to see
Hawkins resident and local Radio Shack operator Bob Newby, (Sean Astin) and Department of Energy ‘cleanup man’
Dr. Owens (Paul Reiser). As for
Eleven, the psychic girl played
by Millie Bobby Brown, she has
been confirmed to be returning
to the show, both by the directors and the recent trailers.
The second season is only a
matter of time -- time which
fans will no doubt spend in
eager anticipation for another
bout with the sci-fi masterpiece Stranger Things.
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You’re Invited to Check
Out Beverly’s Birthdays!
By Alissa Haddox and Brooke Caudill
SIREN Staff

A local nonprofit, Beverly’s Birthdays, aims to “provide birthday cheer for children experiencing
homelessness and families in-need,” as stated on its website. The organization, founded by Megs
Yunn in February 2012, hosts 12-15 parties a month for homeless youth in Pittsburgh. It all began
when a little girl named Beverly told Yunn that she never had a birthday party of her own, and Yunn
was inspired to start up the nonprofit.
Director of Community Engagement Kate Livingston from Greensburg said in a phone interview that
“Megs thought how sad that must be that [Beverly] never had the opportunity to feel special and to
really be celebrated on a special day like her birthday. There have to be so many other kids that are
running into the same thing due to the circumstances that they’re in.”
Livingston has “worked there for a year and a half,
since March of 2016, and was a volunteer beforehand.” As a part of her job, she does all of the volunteer management.
There are six staff members on the Beverly’s
Birthdays team, and between 100 to 150 volunteers. The volunteers donate food, help with
parties, give out goodie bags, and visit Beverly’s
Birthdays’ warehouse to help on group projects.
On Nov. 5, the organization will be hosting a kids’ cooking competition called The Great Birthday
Bake at the DoubleTree by Hilton in Cranberry. Twenty-five children will compete in baking the best
cookies, and winners in different categories will win a prize. Guests can bring a gift which will be
given to a child in need on his/her birthday.

Do you know the story of
the most infamous serial killer
in Beaver County?
Coming soon on the brand-new SIREN website!
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Heating Up for
LAVA and EI
By Sara Hamilton and Bella Johnson
SIREN Staff

Lincoln Park’s Literary and Media Arts students have been working hard in preparation for the first
LAVA showcase of the year, which Media Director Cassandra Patten says is no surprise. “LAVA
preparations begin basically on day one,” she says. “[With] every project that’s given, LAVA is obviously going to be the end result of where it will be displayed.”
The event, which will take place on Nov. 2, will include art installations such as graphic design prints, photography, paintings,
drawings, and audio projects.
Although there’s nothing drastically new for the upcoming LAVA
on the Media side, there are always new ideas and projects being
created by the students.
“The biggest thing I always like to see is where the seniors go…to
see what type of artwork that they can now bring to LAVA, and
see how they’ve grown,” Patten explained.
One of these seniors is Avella’s Mason Boni, who feels he’s come
a long way since his sophomore year. “I never really submitted
personal stuff,” he says. “I want to try to do that more this year.”

Torie Wolfe
Photo credit: Niki Koscinskii

Boni is excited to “have people see what we do in class.” He says LAVA is a good opportunity to
“showcase our talents… [prepare] us for real-life projects.”
On the Literary side of things is Blackhawk’s Torie Wolfe, a senior who will debut her short story,
“Swamp Water”, despite her fear of public speaking. “[It] actually made me quit piano lessons because of my anxiety toward recitals!” she said.
“[‘Swamp Water’] is separated into three pieces, and each piece is connected by the element of water,” Wolfe said of this Sherrie Flick-inspired piece.
Though nervous, Wolfe is looking forward to her first reading. “The Literary Arts Department is so
supportive towards every reader, so I feel like a lot of pressure has dropped. The community surMrs. Patten
rounding LAVA makes me feel comfortable enough to get up there.”
Photo credit: Mr. Cageao

Dr. Goodman
Photo credit: Niki Koscinski

LAVA cont’ on Page 11
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Westboro Baptist Church
in Pittsburgh:
An Exclusive Eyewitness Report
By Luke Aloi

SIREN Staff

Four members of the Westboro Baptist Church, or WBC, came to Pittsburgh on Oct. 5 and 6 to
protest LGBT acceptance and Catholicism at several Pittsburgh colleges and high schools. The four
WBC members brandished signs with anti-LGBT and anti-Catholic slogans, and were met by hundreds of LGBT counter-protesters at CMU. Due to torrential rains on Thursday, some demonstrations were cancelled, so WBC members moved their anti-Catholic demonstration to the front of St.
Paul Cathedral.
The WBC is a Kansas-based church known for its extremely anti-LGBT, anti-Catholic, anti-Semitic,
and anti-soldier beliefs. Across the country, WBC members protest at gay marriage ceremonies,
Catholic churches, synagogues, and funerals for fallen U.S. soldiers.
The WBC stated that its demonstration at CMU was against LGBT acceptance on campus, with an
emphasis against transgenderism. The WBC’s demonstration at Pine-Richland on Friday was in response to the school’s policy to allow transgender students to use the bathrooms that match their
gender identity – the same policy that Lincoln Park follows.
“Repent or you’re going to perish like all those people when God sent the shooter to Las Vegas, Irma,
Maria, and Harvey, and on and on and on,” said Shirley Phelps-Rogers, one of the WBC members at
the demonstrations.
According to the WBC’s website, the WBC church believes that schools should not promote “sodomy” or “gender confusion”, and that all LGBT people and supporters are going to hell. The WBC
states that homosexuality is “an abomination.”
“I find the WBC offensive because they’re like crapping, for lack of a better word, on my identity as a
gay dude,” said Lucas Lucaskowski, a junior Media major who is transgender. “Whether they’re protected by First Amendment freedom of speech -- I mean like, I’m a really angry person, so personally
it’s like ‘No, I don’t think they should say that,’ -- but technically, they’re allowed to say what they
want, and they should be allowed to say it peacefully.”
The hundreds of LGBT counter-protesters at CMU drowned out the homophobic songs of the WBC
members with bagpipes, drums, and impromptu pro-LGBT songs. The counter-protesters also carried signs of their own, with slogans such as “Gay and Proud,” “Christianity is not the Westboro
Baptist Church,” and “I am Trans and I am Loved.”
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For the next protest, the WBC members went straight to the heart of Catholicism in Pittsburgh: St.
Paul Cathedral. The WBC stated “the Catholic Church is the largest, most well-funded and organized
pedophile machine in the history of man,” and that “every Catholic parishioner [is] equally responsible for the monstrous sins of these evil priests, bishops, cardinals, and the pervert pope himself.”
A single counter-protester from the Catholic Church was present at the demonstration: a clergyman.
This unidentified clergyman stood silently next to a sign on the lawn of St. Paul Cathedral.
David Zubik, the Bishop of the Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh, called the WBC “a tiny, insular organization that preaches hatred of everyone who upholds the God-given dignity of every human being.”
“I do find the WBC to be offensive,” said Olivia Rose, a junior Health Science major who
is Catholic. “I think that they have a right to
say what they want to say, but there’s a respectful way to do it, and I don’t think that
what they’re doing is respectful.”
Pittsburgh police officers, ready with plastic
riot handcuffs, formed a wall between the
WBC members and counter-protesters.
“I do find what WBC is doing to be offensive because I mean, I’m Catholic and I fully support LGBT
equality,” said Jacob Trone, a senior Music major. “I think it’s sort of disappointing that they think
that LGBT people should not be supported through faith. I mean, me, I find a lot of support in God
and my religion.”
After nearly 20 minutes of standing
in the pouring rain, the WBC members put their signs into a black van
and drove away.
The WBC plans to hold demonstrations at various churches in Missouri
and Florida later this month.
Photos by Luke Aloi.

“I do find what WBC is doing to be offensive because
I’m Catholic and I fully support LGBT equality. I find
a lot of support in God and my religion.”
			

--Lincoln Park senior Jacob Trone
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LAVA, cont. from
Page 8
To accompany LAVA, Ensemble Immersion, a student-produced show, will be
opening on Nov. 2 as well.
Founder Todd Goodman says
about the show, “What we
try to do is mix a bunch of
different emotions…but at
the end we wrap it around to
be something thought-provoking or current.”

Mr. Goodman
Photo credit: Niki Koscinski

“
“Art is art,” Dr. Goodman
concluded. “There’s no difference between what you
guys do and what I do. The
way we approach it is slightly
different. That’s what the
whole idea of EI is — to get
people thinking outside of
their discipline.”
LAVA and EI will take place
on Nov. 2 in the Black Box
theater. The art show and
readings are free.
Ensemble Immersion tickets
are $5 and can be purchased
online at lincolnparkarts.org,
or at the Box Office.

Sam’s Scribbles is a monthly comic written and illustrated by SIREN cartoonist Sam McDanel.

Happy Halloween
from
The SIREN
staff!

